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born in December 1654, making him thirty-four years old at the time he
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Stede to Shrewsbury, Barbados, May 30,1689, CSPC, v. 13, no. 155;
Hubbard, Swords, 68—69; Martin, History, 73~79; Bell, Caribs, 18—3r,
Bialuschewski, Raiders, 1o.
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Codrington to BOT, Antigua, November 11,1689, CSPC, v. 13, no. 548;
Gasser, Flying, 38-41, Block and Shaw, Subjects, 56—59; Dunn, Sugar,
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Codrington to Shrewsbury, Nevis, August 12,1689; Codrington to BOT,
Antigua, November 11,1689, CSPC, v. 13, nos. 333 and 548.

For the multiethnic makeup of commerce raiding crews serving on
English and other European vessels in the Caribbean during the Golden
Age of Piracy (1650-1730), the reader is referred to Little, Go/den Age,
193—212; Cordingly, Black Flag, 14-17; and Rediker, Villains, 37, 63-64. For
the clothing of commerce raiders, see Little, Golden Age, xx—xxi; Konstam,
Pirates: Predators of the Seas, 232—233; and Cordingly, Black Flag, 11-13. For
their small-arms weaponry, see Little, Sea Rover’s Practice, 57—74.

Dr. David Boyles, personal communication, June 2020-September 2024;
Boyles Family Tree, Ancestry.com; Mumah, A/phabetical Dictionary.
Recent genetic genealogical evidence has shed new light on the family
origins of Captain William Kidd. Genetic genealogy using autosomal
segments relies on finding a DNA “match” who shares one or more DNA
segments with a test-taker. A shared “identical by descent” (IBD) segment
has to have been transmitted to the test-taker and to match down through
successive generations. The gold standard of genetic genealogy relies on

a process known as “triangulation.” Triangulation requires that three or
more persons share an identical or significantly overlapping segment

of DNA in common and have documented family trees containing a
common ancestor from whom that DNA was transmitted down the
generations. Shared DNA segments must be of substantial “length” to be
statistically valid segments, with 7 centiMorgans (cM) being the minimum
threshold length initially considered. A centiMorgan is a relative
segment-length that incorporates the statistical probability of a segment
being separated during recombination. In practice, true triangulation is

a high bar, especially the further one goes back in time, and identifying a
segment as being “triangulated” confers upon it a special status. Historical,
genealogical, and genetic research conducted by Dr. David A. Boyles,

Jack R. Gaines Emeritus Professor of Chemistry of the Department of
Chemistry and Applied Biological Sciences of the South Dakota School
of Mines and Technology, drawing upon the genealogical work of Sandra
E.H. Mumah and others, confirms that Captain William Kidd (William
Kidd IV) was born in 1654, in Soham Parish, Cambridgeshire, England;
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and that his biological father and mother were Reverend William Kidd
III (b. October 20, 1622, Soham Parish, England, d. April 1693, Calvert,
Maryland), and Margaret Mary Deare Kidd (b. March 26, 1625, Soham,
d. March 24, 1727, Middlesex, Virginia). The parish records obtained by
Dr. Boyles indicate that Captain William Kidd’s official recorded birth
date is December 27,1654, in Soham Parish, Cambridgeshire, England.

In Boyles’s DNA study, two techniques—shared cluster analysis and
triangulation—were utilized to examine the DNA results of a primary
female test-taker (born in 1921) at both Ancestry© and Family Tree
DNAGQ®), respectively. The female test-taker was, prior to the testing,
considered a highly probable eighth-great-granddaughter of Captain
William Kidd (William Kidd IV) and Sarah Bradley (1670-1744), wife
of Captain Kidd, based on extensive genealogical analysis conducted by
Dr. Boyles, Mumah, and others. The results of Dr. Boyles’s shared cluster
analysis successfully demonstrated a common Kidd ancestor of both the
colonial Virginia and Maryland Kidd genealogical families. This common
Kidd family ancestor must necessarily be, or predate, Reverend William
Kidd III (b. 1622), who migrated from England to Calvert, Maryland,
prior to 1688 when his son William Kidd IV (Captain Kidd) put down
roots in New York City. Secondly, successful triangulation of the probable
female Captain William Kidd ancestor (primary test-taker) demonstrated
her descent from the Bradley line since this individual matched three
descendants of William Bradley (b. 1619 in Bingley, Yorkshire, England,
d. 1691, New Haven, Connecticut), the documented brother of Captain
Samuel Bradley (1620-1704), the father of Sarah Bradley (1670-1744).
Sarah Bradley was Captain Kidd’s wife from May 16, 1691, to May 23, 1701,
though they had known one another since at least 1688. The DNA segment
lengths based on the start and end loci for the Bradley descendants

were 25.8,10.1, and 14.6 centiMorgans. To ascertain whether all three

also matched one another and therefore were a true, triangulated match,
one-to-one comparisons were made at GEDmatch with the conclusion
that each matched the other in addition to the primary test-taker,
demonstrating triangulation. Taken together, these DNA results indicate
that the primary test-taker is also the descendant of a Kidd/Bradley
ancestral couple, namely Captain William Kidd IV and Sarah Bradley.
Dr. David Boyles, personal communication, June 2020-September 2024;
Boyles Family Tree, Ancestry.com; HCA 13/81, 313, PRO; Proceedings of
the Lords of Trade concerning Mr. Livingston’s Petition, August 28, 1695,
and September 14, 1695, NYCD, v. 4, 127-128 and 129-130; Bellomont to
BOT, July 26,1699, CO 5/860, no. 64, fol. 154-155, PRO; Hoft, English
Origins, 179; Filby, Passenger and Immigration Lists, England 169s;
Dobson, Scots, 57, Scottish Emigration, 47, Scottish Genealogy, xii. Though
born in Soham, England, Captain William Kidd (William Kidd IV has
a definite connection to Scotland, and Dundee in particular. The most
critical piece of evidence comes from Kidd’s visit to London to obtain a
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royal privateering commission in the summer of 1695. Kidd sailed into
the busy seaport on his merchantman An#igua in late July and testified
before the Lords of Trade and Plantations on August 28 and September
14 regarding New York governor Benjamin Fletcher. On his port of entry
record, Kidd gave his age as forty-one years old, which would make his
year of birth 1654. During his subsequent testimony before the Lords of
Trade, Kidd was sworn in and gave his age and where he grew up but

not his actual birth place or birth date: “William Kidd of the city of New
York in America where he has lived for space of six years, originally from
Dundee in the Kingdom of Scotland, 41 years of age.” Researchers have
also pointed out that Kidd named a young male servant he acquired

in Port Dolphin, Madagascar, “Dundee” during his 1696-1699 Indian
Ocean expedition, and that he was friends or acquaintances with several
prominent American Scots. These men include his New York lawyer
James Emott; his New York neighbor and business partner Robert
Livingston; New York attorney general James Graham, who wrote a letter
of introduction on his behalf to English diplomat Sir William Blathwayt;
and Bostonian Duncan Campbell, deputy postmaster of the Province of
Massachusetts Bay. Finally, historical records appear to indicate that, in
1699 when Kidd’s life was on the line, he reportedly considered sailing
away with his family to the new Scottish settlement in the Bay of Darien
in Central America, which has been interpreted to imply a Scottish
ancestry. While these secondary lines of evidence suggest that Kidd did
indeed have a connection to Scotland at an early age that made a lasting
impression on him and gave him a sense of connectedness, they do not
prove that Kidd was an actual born-and-bred Scotsman. In fact, there is no
Scottish lineage for the legendary sea captain verified through genealogical
and DNA analyses. However, he does appear to have believed that he
was “originally from” Dundee because he moved there at an early age as
an English emigrant to Scotland. William Kid (not Kidd or Kydd) is the
name given for the baptismal record dated January 22,1654, in Dundee,
Angus, Scotland. This record has never been confirmed by scientifically
rigorous DNA analysis or triangulation.

There are two lines of evidence that Kidd was an experienced Caribbean
buccaneer like Sir Henry Morgan. First, he signed on as a privateer aboard
the French vessel Sainte Rose in early 1689 at Ile-a-Vache off Hispaniola,
a well-established buccaneer base of operations. French Hispaniola and
its nearby islands of Tortuga and Tle-a-Vache, as well as Petit-Godve and
Tiburon on the southwest coast of Hispaniola, served as both a staging
area and refuge for the buccaneers from the 1660s through the 1680s,
when Kidd was active. These were the commerce-raiding strongholds
that evolved from the original French boucaniers, along with Port Royal,
Jamaica, and the islets off the southern coast of Cuba. The second line of
evidence is that throughout the course of his privateering career, he drew
upon buccaneering ships’articles. Kidd’s written articles used in 1691,



13.

4.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.
2I1.
22.

23.

24.
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

1695, and 1696-1699—governing the distribution of crew shares, codes
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“workmen’s compensation” for combat injuries, democratic voting
procedures, and the like—bear a striking resemblance to the articles
published by the Dutch-French surgeon Alexander Olivier Exquemelin
for the buccaneers in the age of Morgan.
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